
 

13th May 2020 

 

 Principal’s Message – Vicki Watson 

 

THIS LETTER CONTAINS IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL PARENTS AND CARERS REGARDING THE RETURN TO ON-SITE 

LEARNING IN VICTORIAN SCHOOLS. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Dear Parents and Carers, 

                 

Thank you for all your support during these past few weeks of remote and flexible learning. 

Following advice from the Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has advised that schools can begin a phased return 

to on-site schooling.  

 

In the first stage, students in Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2, senior secondary (Year 11 and 12 VCAL and VCE) students and all 

students in specialist schools will return to school from Tuesday 26 May. 

Year 10 students undertaking VCE studies, including VCE VET studies, should also attend school for those classes where practi-

cable. If this is not possible for your child/children, our teachers will make sure the work provided to students attending at 

school is also provided to your child/children. 

To support all school staff to prepare for this transition, Monday 25 May will be a pupil-free day. 

In the second stage of our return to on-site schooling, all other year levels will return to school from Tuesday 9 June. 

For those students who cannot be supervised at home and vulnerable children, the existing model of on-site schooling will 

remain in place during the two-week period from Tuesday 26 May to Tuesday 9 June. The current process that we are using to 

enable parents and carers to indicate the days or part-days for which on-site schooling is required will continue for this two-

week period. 

All other students in these grades and year levels will continue learning from home until Tuesday 9 June.  

Once a year level has returned, all students will be expected to attend school as normal. This means if you choose to keep 

your child/children home after their year level has returned to on-site schooling, we can no longer support their learning from 

home.  

This does not apply to children who need to be absent for health or medical reasons. For those families, please contact us so 

we can make an appropriate plan.  

This same approach is being taken by all government schools in Victoria. 

 

 



 

To support the health and wellbeing of all our students and staff, our school will continue an enhanced cleaning routine and 

will encourage frequent hand washing.  

If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and seek medical advice.  

While the Chief Health Officer has advised that students will not be required to maintain physical distancing at school, there 

will be a number of important changes to our school operations, consistent with health advice to all schools that is available 

on the Department of Educaton’s website. This will apply until further notice. I will provide more detail about our local school 

context as soon as possible, but it is important to note that changes will include: 

adjusted arrangements for drop off and pick up, including staggered school start and finish times; 

restrictions on access to the school site for anyone other than immediate school staff and students; 

the way we conduct parent-teacher meetings and interviews. 

We understand that some families may feel anxious about this move back to classroom teaching and learning. I can assure 

you that this decision has been taken on the basis of the best health advice available to our state. 

More information about the return to school and coronavirus 

(COVID-19) can be found on the Department’s website, which will 

continue to be updated: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/

coronavirus.aspxThank you for your continued support and patience 

during this time. We look forward to welcoming our students back to 

the classroom. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

MAY 

25th  Progress Reports Distributed 

  to Students 

  Pupil Free Day 

26th  Progress Reports Reflection 

26th  Students  Resuming -  

  VCE Yr 11 & 12, VCAL and VET 

JUNE 

8th  Queens Birthday- 

  Public Holiday 

9th  Students Resuming -  

  Yr 7, 8, 9 & 10 

24th  Student Semester 1 Reports 

26th  Last Day of Term 2 

  2.05 Students Dismissed 

   



 

             

 

Dear Families, 

I’m Ms. Atilla, the new College Assistant Principal and it is with great excitement that I join the Lalor 

North Secondary College Community. I look forward to meeting each of you and working with our stu-

dents to develop the skills they need to achieve success in this changing world.  

I am a passionate Mathematics and Science teacher, with a background in Engineering, and have exten-
sive experience in a variety of government secondary schools as an Assistant Principal and Educational 
Leader. I enjoy working with the wider community to promote inquiry-based learning. I am enthusiastic 
about coaching, mentoring and inspiring teachers to enhance their pedagogical practices for improved 
student engagement and motivation.  
 
I enjoy building on programs that develop curiosity in young people, so that they can link their learning 
with their everyday lives. I believe that cultivating young minds with curiosity and creativity will lead to 
confident learners who are not afraid to challenge themselves and aspire to bigger and greater things.  
 
Prior to joining Lalor North Secondary College, I led the development of Hazel Glen College Senior School 
based on a 21st Century Educational Model. I am currently also a Whittlesea Network Executive member 
and committed to working with our community to improve student engagement and learning outcomes.  
 
In my spare time, I enjoy travelling and spending quality time with family and friends.  
 
I wish everyone to stay safe and look after themselves and their families during these extraordinary 
times and look forward to meeting our students and families once restrictions are lifted.  
 
Selen Atilla 
Assistant Principal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In2science mentors enrich the online class-

room experience for Lalor North College 

students 
By In2science AdminMay 5, 2020News  
 

 

Term 2 began in front of a computer screen at home for most school students in Victoria. In2science 

partner schools recognize the importance of university mentors and teachers have been incredibly proac-

tive to include them in their virtual classrooms. 

One of these teachers is Carolyn Drenen, teacher of Chemistry, Science and Mathematics from Lalor 

North College who invited her mentors Karina Rice and Maree Patsouras to join her classes using WebEx. 

When asked about her experience with our mentors, Carolyn said, 

“Both Karina and Maree have been enthusiastic, professional helpers when they were on our school cam-

pus (before the COVID -19 school closures) and during my remote classes, as we have all had to adjust 

pretty quickly to these new learning environments. I am very lucky to have their expertise and support 

during this time.” 

 
Before the first class, Carolyn sent briefings to Karina and Maree. Carolyn explained the structure of the 
lesson and how to best use their expertise to enrich the learning experience of her students. Karina, who 
is studying Bachelor of Science in Biomedicine at La Trobe University, was asked to share her experience 
in how scientific models are used at university to illustrate concepts. The theme in Maree’s lesson were 
the uses and major discoveries using electromagnetic waves. Maree, an honours student in Bachelor of 
Psychology at La Trobe University, was asked to share her knowledge on how electromagnetic waves 
contributed to breakthroughs in psychological testing and research. 

http://in2science.org.au/author/in2sciencelatrobe-edu-au/
http://in2science.org.au/category/news/
http://lalornthsc.vic.edu.au/
http://lalornthsc.vic.edu.au/
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/courses/bachelor-of-science
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/courses/bachelor-of-psychological-science
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/courses/bachelor-of-psychological-science
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the first week of online mentoring, Karina sat and observed the lesson which helped her arrange some-

thing interactive for the next lesson. After two weeks of online mentoring, Maree gave students practical 

examples of how the topic is applied in psychology, noting that giving real life examples worked well to 

engage the students. Later, Maree said, “I had a really productive lesson and felt like I really contributed. 

It was an adjustment to online classes for me, but I am feeling more confident about my role in the class-

room”. 

 

Overall, Carolyn is thrilled with how her classes are progressing, despite the dramatic shift in teaching 

and learning from the classroom to online over the last month. Carolyn praised our mentors, saying, “I 

am extremely lucky to have two enthusiastic In2Science mentors (in Karina and Maree) and they are both 

doing a fantastic job in this challenging on-line learning environment”. 

 

This is just one example of how In2science is assisting school students so they can maintain their enthusi-

asm for studies through this unprecedented time. If you’d like to know more about our tailored online 

mentoring options during remote learning, click here. 

  

https://in2science.org.au/about/news/in2science-covid-19-support/


   

   YEAR 9 

Hello Year 9 Students, 
 
What an awesome bunch of students you are! Along with the hard work of your Home Group 
and Classroom teachers, I have been monitoring your progress, and I am pleased to announce 
that you are working productively to check in for your daily attendance as well as keeping an 
open communication chain with your teachers regarding your coursework. 
 
Please keep up the amazing work.  
 
Further, keep in mind, that we are here to support both you and your family during these un-
certain times.  
 
Feel free to contact me or our Principal Class Team at Lalor North Secondary College with 
any questions or concerns that you may have. 
 
Keep safe LNSC Families.  
 

Hi my name is Tanielu Talaimanu. I am in 9B. In our Humanities lessons, we have been learning about the In-

dustrial Revolution. We have learnt about inventions during the Industrial Revolution, such as the famous Spin-

ning Jenny. The Spinning Jenny was invented by James Hargreaves. We also wrote a letter to the editor of the 

newspaper to explain why the Spinning Jenny should be used in factories. I also wrote a letter about the flying 

shuttle. The last piece of work I did for Humanities was a timeline indicating the year an invention was made 

and who made the invention.  

 

Picture of Spinning Jenny 

 

 

   Picture of Flying Shuttle 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families, 

 

Recently, our Year 8 and Year 9 boys were visited for a day by The Man Cave, a program that has consist-

ently helped our young men discover themselves, each other, and their places in the world. I am excited 

to share with you the student feedback from The Man Cave 2020.  

 

94% of students thought The Man Cave was excellent. 

98% of students would recommend The Man Cave. 

 

Highlights for the students were the fantastic facilitators, seeing their mates in a different light, and feel-

ing safe to be themselves. We look forward to seeing what The Man Cave brings to our boys in the fu-

ture, and seeing our boys grow into stand-up men. 

 

Jacob McCrae,  

Student Wellbeing. 

 

 



 

FINANCIAL COUNSELLING 

 

 

 How can a financial counsellor help? 
A financial counsellor can provide the following support to their clients: 
Advise and assist with problems related to debt and debt enforcement 
Advocate and negotiate with banks and other lenders 
Assist with concessions, grant eligibility and applications as well as referral for material aid 
Assist with lodging complaints to external dispute resolution services 
Refer to other community, health and legal services 
Provide information about consumer rights 

 
Confidential financial counselling services across Victoria based in local community service organisations. Espe-
cially during  COVID -19 we are concerned for vulnerable Victorians who have lost their jobs, having to pay rent, 
mortgages, utilities etc taking out payday loans to tide them over during this time of hardship. 
  
Coronavirus has led to job losses and more debt. Here's how you can get on top of it. 
Following the earlier article, ABC News also interviewed two financial counsellors from the National Debt Help-
line, including Victorian FC Sarah Brown-Shaw, about advice for people who are now grappling with unemploy-
ment. Click here to read the article 

I would be happy to put you in touch with financial counselling network convenors in the Eastern and Northern 
Metro Regions to introduce the service. 
  
Financial counsellors provide assistance, advocacy and information to people experiencing financial difficulty or 
who have problems with debt.  
Service is always free, independent, confidential and without conflict.   
  
https://fcvic.org.au/about-financial-counselling/ 
  
https://fcvic.org.au/the-devils-advocate/ 
  

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__fcvic.org.au_interview-2Dwith-2Dsarah-2Dbrown-2Dshaw-2Dconsumer-2Daction-2Dlaw-2Dcentre_%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DJnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q%26r%3DLDD
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.abc.net.au_news_2020-2D04-2D22_coronavirus-2Djob-2Dlosses-2Ddebt-2Dseeking-2Dhelp_12170730%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DJnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q%26r
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__fcvic.org.au_about-2Dfinancial-2Dcounselling_%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DJnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q%26r%3DDzEJvV_5WAIKe88ZplFlfTVVMLaqbIJvfIWmJkl4lZX4EL
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__fcvic.org.au_the-2Ddevils-2Dadvocate_%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DJnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q%26r%3DLDDu2FzI_NZvTKR2dpb7DL5jW7zwNSDQYtzE87urFo8%26m%3DbavC

