Assistant Principal’s Report Chris Peake
Dear Families,
It is with a mixture of sadness and excitement that I announce my impending re rement from the Department of Educa on. I have been involved in educa on for around 37 years. I am delighted that I have
had the opportunity to work at Lalor North College for the ﬁnal four years of my career. I have thoroughly enjoyed working with the students, staﬀ and parents at Lalor North College. I have always found
the students at the college to be very friendly and helpful and always keen to do well with their studies.
Staﬀ, likewise, have remained commi ed to the learning of their students and in developing the college
as a quality learning environment. I would like to thank all parents and guardians, for their wonderful
support of the college and their commitment to the educa on of their children. Finally, I want to thank
the principals I have worked with at Lalor North College – to John Conway and Vicki Watson. Clearly, we
are in a very challenging period at the moment and I am sure Vicki and the school leadership under the
direc on of the Department of Educa on will con nue to provide the guidance necessary for our school
community. In closing, I would like to wish Lalor North College all the very best for the remainder of
2020 and beyond.

Important Dates
Year 7 Meet and Greet and Music Launch
It was lovely to welcome families of our new Year 7
students to the annual Year 7 Meet and Greet and
Music Launch on Wednesday 19th February. Families were able to meet their coordinator, Alycia
Benincasa, their Year 7 Home Group Teachers and
other staﬀ at this informal event. They also enjoyed
a BBQ dinner and some musical items from our talented musical students. Students will now be able
to sign up for small musical tui on with an instrument of their choice.

MARCH 2020
16th
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27th

My Career Insights Interviews
My Career Insights Interviews
Redemption after school
My Career Insights Interviews
My Career Insights Interviews
My Career Insights Interviews
Whittlesea Tech Experience Yr 8 FGO
Whittlesea Tech Experience Yr8 FGO
Redemption P4
Progress Reports Distributed to Students
OPEN SCHOOL EXPO
Parent Teacher Interviews
(No Students Required)
LAST DAY OF TERM
2.05 STUDENTS DISMISSED

APRIL 2020
13th

EASTER MONDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY

14th

FIRST DAY TERM 2

New Staﬀ
We welcome the following new staﬀ to the college:
New Staﬀ Member
Rebecca Lucas
Paula Batsakis
Roz Manly
Sue Lombardo
Cameron Croese

Posi on
English Learning Specialist
English Humani es Teacher
Psychology/Drama Teacher
VCAL/Humani es Teacher
English/Humani es Teacher

Student Voice 7‐12
Ma Tucker spoke at a recent whole school assembly and launched the Student Voice Council which
involves students representa ves from every class in the college mee ng to discuss important class
and college issues. It has been exci ng to see the very posi ve response coming from students for
this opportunity. Below is the list of Student Voice Class Representa ves.
Year 7
7a
7b
7c
Year 8
8a
8b
8c
8d
Year 9
9a
9b
9c
9d
Year 10
10a
10b
10c
Year 11
11a
11b
11c
11V
Year 12
12a
12b
12V

Tina Tawil
Evan Carr
Mia Kotsiris

Deborah Raward
Hayley Macdonald
Tom Yates

Anastacia Soklevski
Alireza Ferizadeh
Tess Forrester
Ilyas Elmi

Sarina Huseyin
Ruby Leaupepe
Izzy Le e

Monique Di Vito
Adrian Rexhepi
Christos-Deshon Rousalis
Adrian Ellul

Luana Caruso
Jullie e Tearea
Jenna Saris
Jaison Nguyen

Olivia Baruzzo
Katelyn Pianta
Janisha Lai

Viki Rapovska

Aiden Flynn
Tabitha Paskalis
Jordan Nguyen
Samuel Janger

Shay Abumeis
Natasha Do
Daniel Watson
Marcus Di Bernade o

Sarah Behkhaled
Eren Kaya
Jenan El Dirani

Paige Luise

Ibrahim Elnai

STATEMENT ON SCHOOL CLOSURES IN VICTORIA
Dr Bre Su on MBBS MPHTM FAFPHM FRSPH FACTM MFTM
Victorian Chief Health Oﬃcer
Victorian Chief Human Biosecurity Oﬃcer
The Australian Health Protec on Principal Commi ee (AHPPC) met recently to consider the issue of school closures in rela on to the community transmission of COVID-19.
The Commi ee’s advice is that pre-emp ve school closures are not likely to be propor onate or eﬀec ve as a
public health interven on to prevent community transmission of COVID-19 at this me.
As Victoria’s Chief Health Oﬃcer and as a member of the AHPPC, I fully endorse this advice in rela on to schools
in Victoria.
There is currently limited informa on on the contribu on of children to transmission of COVID-19. The WHOChina Joint Mission noted the primary role of household transmission and observed that children tended to be
infected from adults.
Previous work suggests that the poten al reduc on in community transmission from pre-emp ve school closures may be oﬀset by the care arrangements that are in place for children who are not at school.
There is a par cular risk associated with the fact that children may require care from vulnerable grandparents or
may con nue to associate (and transmit infec on) outside of school se ngs.
Broadly, the health advice on school closures from previous respiratory epidemics shows the health costs are
o en underes mated and the beneﬁts are overes mated.
This may be even more so in rela on to COVID-19 as unlike inﬂuenza, the impact on otherwise healthy children
has been minimal to date.
For pre-emp ve school closures to be eﬀec ve, prolonged closure is required and it would be unclear when they
could be re-opened. If there were s ll a large pool of suscep ble students when schools are re-opened, there
would be likely to be re-emergence of transmission in the community.
School closures may s ll be considered late in the outbreak in an cipa on of a peak in infec on rates, for a
shorter period of me. Short term reac ve school closures may also be warranted to allow cleaning and contact
tracing to occur.
Should evidence change in rela on to school closures then my advice to the sector, in collabora on with AHPPC,
would of course change also.

On Wednesday 19th February, the Year 7 Parent BBQ Meet and Greet Music Launch Program took place at
Lalor North College. The evening provided an opportunity for parents to meet with the Year 7 teachers and
staﬀ to discuss their child's transi on and performance into secondary school so far. There were a number
of Year 7 teachers and staﬀ who assisted in helping, preparing and cooking the BBQ on the evening. There
was a variety of meats and delicious salads provided for everyone to indulge in, the feedback has been
great and was very posi ve.
The night concluded with a variety of music performances being performed by the music faculty and a number
of ex-college students being invited to perform. The students showed their amazing talents and skills to the
Year 7 parents and staﬀ. Following the performances, The parents had an opportunity to ask the music faculty
ques ons regarding the types of instruments oﬀered in the program at the college and how the program operates at the college .Many parents expressed their interest. The evening concluded at 7.00pm.
I sincerely thank all of the staﬀ that helped in any way to make this evening possible!
Thanks, Alycia Benincasa

On the 19thof February the Music Department at Lalor North College had their annual Year 7 barbeque to allow the new
Year 7 students to hang out a li le bit more and form stronger friendships and create more memories for them to remember in the years to come. At 5:30 they started the event. At 6:30 it was me for the musical performances from the
staﬀ band and former students that had graduated previously in 2019, they performed some groovy and calm songs that
everyone enjoyed such as How Deep is your Love by the Bee Gees, Don’t Dream its Over by Crowded House and Careless
Whisper by George Michael. At the end of the evening Mr Rossini introduced his colleagues in the music department that
teach alongside him and told the guests about the musical opportuni es we oﬀer at the college.

Paige Luisè 12V
Music Captain.

STUDENT AMBASSADOR DAY, WHITTLESEA TECH SCHOOL
Our Student Ambassadors, Isabelle, (Year 7), Uvisha (Year 8) and Ibrahim (Year 10) attended their
first training session at the Whittlesea Tech School on March 3rd.
They met other Student Ambassadors from local schools, explored their role(s) at the Tech School and
helped to create a collaborative projection/installation for displaying at the Whittlesea Tech School.
Carolyn Drenen Teacher Ambassador for the Whittlesea Tech School

YEAR 8A AND 8B STEM ARCADE EXCURSION AT THE WHITTLESEA TECH
SCHOOL
Over 2 consecutive days, using the Whittlesea Tech School Innovation Process, students from 8A and
8B designed an arcade game that demonstrated a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths)
principle for a primary school audience. Students were required to work collaboratively in teams, think
creatively, and use problem-solving skills to design and produce their solution prototypes as shown by
the following photographs.
Carolyn Drenen and Alycia Benincasa, Year 8 Science Teachers

Year 9C Poems
Year 9 students have been working hard to produce excellent work.
In year 9 English, students have just ﬁnished producing a Poetry Wri ng Folio. The folio consisted of students
wri ng three poems: A Found Poem, Sensory Poem and an Ar s c Poem. Below are some examples of
the poems wri en in English:

Deshon’s Deﬁni ons of Found, Sensory and Ar s c Poem
Found Poem: Grabbing words out of a newspaper, song, book or a story to make a poem.
Sensory poem: A sensory poem is made by using the 5 senses such as smell, sight, taste, feel,
hearing and also one extra memory.
Artistic poem: An artistic poem is made by looking at a piece of artwork and using what comes to
mind to make a poem.

Jena’s Found Poem
The girl who always seems lively and bright,
Holds the deepest secret in her heart.
She cries herself to sleep at night,
And from everyone she grows apart.
Some mes she ﬁnds it diﬃcult to breathe,
Not a thing in her mind makes sense.
Nothing can put her mind at ease,
Her heart feels so dense.
Nobody can tell that she is gradually breaking,
Her conﬁdence is what she has lost.
Half the me she can’t stop shaking,
She wonders what her life will cost.
Her en re life she has been bullied,
And accused of telling lies.
By her ‘friends’ her hair got pulled,
But they won’t be laughing when she dies.
There is only one thing on her mind,
Now it’s far too late
Into heaven she will rise,
Angels wai ng at the front gate.

When I hung out with my friend

Year 9C Poems
Tayla’s Sensory Poem
As I step foot in my front door a er a crazy day at school,
I hear the piercing sound of my turtle tank pump.
I can feel the cool air from the air condi oner cool me down a er a s cky hot day.
The smell of my dinner that my mum is cooking makes me feel hungry, so I grab a snack
Which is a punnet of sweet strawberries.
I sit down to complete my complete which is si ng on the kitchen bench, wai ng for me to get done.
My house is very quiet as mum ﬁnishes oﬀ the cooking, it reminds me of when we ﬁrst moved in to this house.

Deshon’s Found Poem
When I hung out with my friend
Mr Hilbert told the magician’s granddaughter, the great master of magic;
Larger than life, there will never be another like your grandfather.
Your Grandfather, lit up the stage with ﬁre that will never be seen again.
With his departure went the golden age of magic in England; such pain
Like a ﬂower past its best.
Such a shame, such an awful shame that his life has gone.
Mr Hilbert retrieved a kerchief from his pocket and dabbed his eyes with it.
there will never be another like your grandfather.

Dear Families,
Recently, our Year 8 and Year 9 boys were visited for a day by The Man Cave, a program that has consistently helped our young
men discover themselves, each other, and their places in the world. I am excited to share with you the student feedback from
The Man Cave 2020.
94% of students thought The Man Cave was excellent.
98% of students would recommend The Man Cave.
Highlights for the students were the fantastic facilitators, seeing their mates in a different light, and feeling safe to be themselves. We look forward to seeing what The Man Cave brings to our boys in the future, and seeing our boys grow into stand-up
men.
Jacob McCrae,
Student Wellbeing.

LOST PROPERTY
We have a large number of lost
property items at the front office,
If you have lost something please
drop by we may be able to help.

HOMEWORK CLUB
WHAT:
WHEN:

Homework Club
Every Wednesday

WHERE: School Library
TIME:

3.05-4.05

